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1 . Claims 1-39 are pending in this application. 



2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: Cross-references to 
related applications on page 1 of the specification need to be updated. Appropriate correction is 
required. 



3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed In the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, If the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



5. Claims 1-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102( e) as anticipated by or, in the alternative, 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Mildh et al. (US 2002/0193139), hereinafter "Mildh". 



6. As to claim 1, Mildh discloses a method in a communication device, comprising 
transmitting a signaling connection establishment message on a radio connection, the signaling 
connection establishment message including a registration request message; receiving a 
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registration accept message on the radio connection ([0033]); and transmitting an uplink 
signaling message on the radio connection, the uplink signaling message including a core 
network operator identifier [0008] and [0033]). 

7. As to claims 9, 12, 15, the claims are rejected for the same reasons as claim 1 above. 
In addition, Mildh discloses receiving a system information broadcast message ([0016]); 
requesting a radio connection; and receiving a grant of a radio connection ([0033]). 

8. As to claim 24, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claims 1 , 9, 12, and 15 
above. In addition, Mildh discloses a mobile communication device comprising a transceiver; a 
controller coupled to the transceiver, the controller configured to control the operations of the 
mobile communication device ([0035]); and a signaling message module coupled to the 
controller, the signaling message module configured to transmit a signaling connection 
establishment message on a radio connection, the signaling connection establishment message 
including a registration request message, receive a registration accept message on the radio 
connection ([0033]), and transmit an uplink signaling message on the radio connection, the 
uplink signaling message including a core network operator identifier ([0008] and [0033]). 

9. As to claim 27. the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claims 1 , 9, 12, and 1 5 
above. In addition, Mildh discloses selecting a core network from a plurality of core networks to 
process the registration message; and sending a registration accept message ([0009]). 



10. 



As to claim 31, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claims 1, 9, 12, 15 above. 
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11. As to claim 33, tlie claim is rejected for the same reasons as claims 1 , 9, 12, 1 5 above. 

12. As to claims 2, 10, 16, and 34, Mildh discloses the uplink signaling message comprises 
a non-access stratum signaling message ([0015]). 

13. As to claims 3, 4, 17, 18, 25. 30, 32, 35, and 37.Mildh discloses the uplink signaling 
message includes a domain identity, the domain identity comprises at least one of a packet 
switched domain indicator and a circuit switched domain indicator ([0004] and [0008]; and MSG 
and SGSN in Fig. 1). 

14. As to claims 5, 1 1 , 19, 26. and 37, Mildh discloses the signaling connection 
establishment message comprises an initial core network signaling message ([0036]). 

15. As to claims 6. 7, 20, 21 , 38 and 39, Mildh discloses the registration request message 
includes a desired core network operator identifier ([0035]), or includes an assigned core 
network operator identifier ([0032] - [0033]). 

16. As to claims 8, and 22, Mildh discloses the core network operator identifier comprises a 
public land mobile network identity including a mobile country code and a mobile network code 
([0008]). 

17. As to claim 14, Mildh does not explicitly disclose sending a registration denial message, 
the registration denial message including a forbidden core network operator identifier. However, 
sending a registration denial message for different reasons is well known in mobility processing 
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to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention, see, for example. Kim, US 6,463,259, Fig. 
6). 



18. As to claim 23, Mildh discloses fonwarding the non-access stratum signaling message to 
a first core network operator when the non-access stratum signaling message is a circuit 
switched message; and fon/varding the fon/varding the non-access stratum signaling message to 
a second core network operator when the non-access stratum signaling message is a 
packet switched message ([0004] , [0008], [0009]). 



19. As to claims 28 and 29, Mildh discloses selecting a core network from a plurality of core 
networks in a random manner or in a round robin manner ([0038] and [0039]). 



20. Claims 1-39 are further rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102( e) as anticipated by or, in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Kauranen et al. (US 2004/0162077), 
hereinafter "Kauranen". 



21 . As to claim 1, Kauranen discloses a method in a communication device, comprising 
transmitting a signaling connection establishment message on a radio connection, the signaling 
connection establishment message including a registration request message; receiving a 
registration accept message on the radio connection ; and transmitting an uplink signaling 
message on the radio connection, the uplink signaling message including a core network 
operator identifier ([001 7]). 
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22. As to claims 9, 12, 15, tlie claims are rejected for the same reasons as claim 1 above. 
In addition, Kauranen discloses receiving a system information broadcast message requesting 
a radio connection; and receiving a grant of a radio connection (inherent in radio access 
communication network, and [0042]). 



23. As to claim 24, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claims 1, 9, 12, and 15 
above, In addition, Kauranen discloses a mobile communication device comprising a 
transceiver; a controller coupled to the transceiver, the controller configured to control the 
operations of the mobile communication device ([ 0036]); and a signaling message module 
coupled to the controller, the signaling message module configured to transmit a signaling 
connection establishment message on a radio connection, the signaling connection 
establishment message including a registration request message, receive a registration accept 
message on the radio connection ([ 0036]), and transmit an uplink signaling message on the 
radio connection, the uplink signaling message including a core network operator identifier 
([0017]). 



24. As to claim 27, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claims 1, 9, 12, and 15 
above. In addition, Kauranen discloses selecting a core network from a plurality of core 
networks to process the registration message; and sending a registration accept message 
([0019]). 



25. As to claim 31, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claims 1,9, 12, 15 above. 



26. As to claim 33, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claims 1, 9, 12, 15 above. 
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27. As to claims 2, 10, 16, and 34, Kauranen discloses the uplink signaling message 
comprises a non-access stratum signaling message ([0013], [0042]). 

28. As to claims 3, 4, 17, 18, 25, 30, 32, 35, and 37, Kauranen discloses the uplink 
signaling message includes a domain identity, the domain identity comprises at least one of a 
packet switched domain indicator and a circuit switched domain indicator ([0037]) 

29. As to claims 5, 1 1 , 19, 26, and 37, Kauranen discloses the signaling connection 
establishment message comprises an initial core network signaling message ([0012 ]). 

30. As to claims 6, 7, 20, 21 , 38 and 39, kauranen discloses the registration request 
message includes a desired core network operator identifier, or includes an assigned core 
network operator identifier ([0018]). 

31 . As to claims 8, and 22, kauranen does not explicitly disclose the core network operator 
identifier comprises a public land mobile network identity including a mobile country code and a 
mobile network code. However, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art that 
identifying a core network would include identifying a mobile country code and a mobile 
network code. 

32. As to claim 14, Kauranen discloses sending a registration denial message, the 
registration denial message including a forbidden core network operator identifier ([0012], 
[0016]). 
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33. As to claim 23, kauranen discloses forwarding the non-access stratum signaling 
message to a first core network operator when the non-access stratum signaling message is a 
circuit switched message; and forwarding the forwarding the non-access stratum signaling 
message to a second core network operator when the non-access stratum signaling message is 
a packet switched message ( [0037]). 

34. As to claims 28 and 29, Kauranen discloses selecting a core network from a plurality of 
core networks in a random manner or in a round robin manner ( [0017], [0053]) 

35. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Kim (US 6,463,259); Anckar et al. (US 2004/0105429) ; Rajkotia et al. (US 
2005/0070281); and Ratzel (US 6,873,615). 

36. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Nabil M. El-Hady whose telephone number is (571) 272-3963. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 - 4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on (571) 272-3913. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from tiie Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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